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• Phone your vet, stock manager or 0800 80 99 66  
hotline immediately if you suspect an exotic 
disease.

• Take extra care to clean your boots, overalls and 
any  equipment that may have been used on or 
near your  birds, especially if you leave the farm.
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• Inform your neighbour only on the advice of the 
investigating vet.

• Commence lockdown procedures to stop the 
movement of people, vehicles and equipment to 
reduce the risk of spreading the disease.
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• Continue lockdown procedures.
• Make sure cleaning and disinfection stations are 

 set up.
• Check your response plan is up to date.
• Have all details ready for the incursion investigator.

• Ensure that the incursion investigator can inspect 
affected animals without delay.

• Ensure adequate lighting is available, especially 
when the inspection is done at night.

• MPI is likely to issue a Restricted Place (RP) Notice or letter informing you of 
your responsibilities

• Read the Restricted Place (RP) Notice or letter carefully. It explains the disease 
risk and what you must do.

• Ask questions about the letter – enquire about your responsibilities and rights.
• Report any further information that may be of use in the investigation to 

control the disease.
• Abide by your obligations within the letter.
• Keep a diary of events.
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Look Out for 
Signs of Bird Flu

Helpful Links

The most obvious sign is sudden death of multiple birds within a flock. As well as sudden mortality, signs for bird flu in 
poultry (chickens and turkeys) can include:

•	 Lethargy or a reluctance to move

•	 Swelling around the head and neck

•	 Darkened or swollen face, discolouration of wattles 
and combs

•	 Unexpected drop in egg production

•	 Watery or green diarrhoea

•	 Reduced appetite

•	 Droopy head, paralysis, or incoordination 
(neurological signs)

•	 Coughing, panting, and nasal discharge

•	 Bruising or haemorrhages, especially of the legs

•	 A silent or “too quiet” poultry shed

If you see any of these symptoms, contact your vet or stock manager. If they are not available, call the Exotic Pest and 
Disease hotline for advice.

Industry Biosecurity Website
Guides and templates for poultry producers
birdflu.pianz.org.nz

Ministry for Primary Industries
Bird flu information and resources
mpi.govt.nz/biosecurity-in-nz/dont-let-bird-flu-take-flight

Ministry of Health
Public health guidance
healthnz.govt.nz/health-topics/conditions-treatments/infectious-diseases/avian-influenza

Department of Conservation
Wildlife health and bird flu
doc.govt.nz/our-work/wildlife-health/avian-influenza

Available 24/7

       0800 80 99 66
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